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Handbook of the Law of Partnershijp. By William George, of
the St. Paul Bar. Law sheep, 6x8 pp. West Publishing Com-
pany, St. Paul, Minn., z897.
Mr. George has succeeded, we think, in accomplishing the
difficult task of reducing the somewhat intangible law of Part-
nership to a series of concrete propositions. His style is clear
and forcible, and his arguments on doubtful points are logical
and convincing. A new feature is introduced in the typographi-
cal form of the foot-notes, the names of the States from whose
reports cases are cited being printed in large letters, so that the
value of the book as a digest of the law in the different States is
increased.
The Historical Development of Code Pleading in America and
England. By Charles M. Hepburn of the Cincinnati Bar. Cloth,
334 PP. W. H. Anderson & Company, Cincinnati, 0., 1897.
The author sets forth in a very interesting and instructive
manner the different steps in the reforming process which has
been employed in respect to the cumbersome common law plead-
ing. The book covers the present codes of all the States and is
very complete and accurate.
A Treatise on the American Law of Guardianship. By J. G.
Woerner, author of "The American Law of Administration."
Law sheep, 58x pp. Little, Brown & Company, Boston, 1897.
The law of guardianship has been treated to some extent by
text writers on domestic relations and kindred subjects, but
always as a mere division or section of the main subject. Mr.
Woerner's work is the first, we believe, to deal exclusively with
the care of minors and persons of unsound mind. This branch
of the law is discussed as it is administered in courts of probate
in the United States, and the trend of the whole volume is toward
the concrete and practical rather than the abstract and theoreti-
cal. It is thus a valuable manual for the practitioner, while it
is complete and exhaustive enough to serve as an admirable
reference work. Many of the statements of legal principles are
founded upon the writer's own experience and their truth and
accuracy has therefore been proven.
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The True Doctrine of Ultra Vires in the Law of Corporations.
By Reuben A. Reese of the Colorado Bar. Law sheep, 338 pp.
T. H. Flood & Company, Chicago, z897.
Conflicting decisions in the courts have left the meaning of
the expression "ultra vires" so hazy that perhaps Mr. Reese has
as much reason as any other writer for calling his own doctrine
the "true- one. His whole treatise proceeds upon the principle
that a corporation, being entirely a creature of the law, abso-
lutely cannot commit an act unauthorized by its charter. When
he comes into contact with decided cases where acts of this
nature have been sanctioned by courts of undoubted authority
he experiences no little difficulty. A similar obstacle is encoun-
tered when he discusses the liability of a corporation for a tort
committed by its officers or agents. While recognizing Mr.
Reese's courage in so vigorously attacking a subject which has
worsted so many good men, and his exhaustive study of the sub-
ject, as shown by his careful and elaborate annotations, we are
yet compelled to say that in our humble judgment his doctrine is
far from being the "true" one, and that his treatise has thrown
very little light on this dark and involved subject.
A Treatise on the Criminal Law. By Emlin McClain, A.M.,
LL.D. Law sheep, two vols., 725 and 785 PP. Callaghan &
Company, Chicago, 1897.
A new and valuable feature is introduced in the above work,
which consists in treating along with any particular crime the
forms of pleading proper to the case, and the evidence which
may be adduced by prosecution or defense. The reader is thus
enabled to review almost at a glance the corresponding portions
of criminal law, criminal procedure, and evidence.- The book is
well written and the typographical work irreproachable.
The General Digest, New Series, Volume Second. Law
sheep, 1,329 pp. Lawyers' Cooperative Publishing Company,
Rochester, N. Y., 1897.
The volume just issued is the second in the new series, and
covers the latter part of the year Y896. The size is smaller than
that of the volumes in the former series and the book is much
easier to handle. The digesting is as thoroughly done as in
former issues and this is the highest praise we could give it.
